SEVEN STEPS TO THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA
I.    Quickwrite: Think of the hardest physical time you have had in your life.  Share/Discuss   

Homework: Rewrite and elaborate on your quickwrite before turning in to teacher. 



Due date ________________

Literary terms:  Discuss symbolism, symbol, symbolic.

II.   Close reading of opening paragraph:  Discuss use of details, facts gained in first few sentences.

Syntax lesson:  Notice pattern in para. 1 & 2: supporting sentences that elaborate information in topic sentence; concluding sentence creating an image using a simile.

III.  Reader's Theatre, pp. 10-17:  Discuss relationship between the old man and the boy and the importance of this relationship.

       
Revelation of dream: symbol


Writing lesson, mechanics:  How to punctuate dialogue so readers can understand.

IV.   Group Presentation, Project 1:           

Allow students two days to work in class.  Divide students into five groups.  Assign each group one of the following tasks:

      What do the first 25 pages of the book do to:

              1.  foreshadow       

 4.  create symbols

              2.  characterize      

 5.  give background info. (details such as

              3.  establish relationships
      dreams, etc.)

      Why do you think that Hemingway needed to establish all these items before he began the adventure tale?

      Oral reports begin on the third day.

V.    Group Presentation, Project 2:  Students write individual papers, (4 to an item).  Class time is allowed to create a group oral report.  Individual papers are graded, and oral reports graded separately.

      A.  The following quotations reflect certain ideas that the author creates in the book.  Copy and paraphrase each passage.  Tell how each quotation creates an idea in the book:

           "You are killing me fish...But you have the right to.  Never have I seen a greater, or morE beautiful, or a calmer or more noble thing than you, brother.  Come on and kill me.  I do not care who kills me." (p. 68)

             "There is much slave work to be done." (p. 71)

             "He hit it without hope...and malignancy." (p.76)

Explain how the first and third passages differ.

      B.  Discuss the philosophy of the old man by focusing on the following passages:

             "A man can be destroyed but not defeated." (p. 76)

              ______________________________ (p. 86) ruin of fish

     C.  Explain how the Christian allusions in the text add to the scope of the story.  See particularly names:

Santiago = St. James numbers: 40 days fishing alone;  3 days fish pulls him;  definition of sin, mention of San Pedro (p. 78),  nails go through hands (p.78); stations of the cross (p. 90-91)

      D.  What is the role of the tourist in the book?

      E.  Research words the author uses to describe the fish. List the words and explain how they create the old man's attitude toward that fish.  (How does the old man feel about the fish?)

      F.  There are four shark attacks.  Research words that the author uses to describe each group of sharks. Discuss the relationship between each group of words and the old man's attitude toward the fish.

VI.   Rewrite the original quickwrite, "the hardest physical time" using techniques found in Hemingway's writing. Compare the rewrite with the original.

VII.  TEST (below) THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA

Suggested Homework assignments:

1.  Copy the descriptive passage you chose on your paper.  Explain why the passage is effective for you. Focus on the types of verbs, nouns, and unusual words that the author uses.  Which of the five senses is dominant?

2.  Copy the idea quotation that you chose on your paper.  Explain what it means in terms of the old man's struggle.

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE: (TIMED WRITING EXERCISE)

The meaning of some literary works is often enhanced by sustained allusion to myths, the Bible, or other works of literature.  Select a literary work that makes use of such a sustained reference. Then write a well-organized essay in which you explain the allusion that predominates in the work and analyze how it enhances the work's meaning.

The following student's response, although structurally weak, especially at the end of the essay, was right on target with her choice of The Old Man and The Sea as a work using a sustained allusion to the Bible. She did not succeed, however, in analyzing how it enhances the work's meaning.

    In The Old Man and The Sea, the old man's suffering is an allusion to Christ's agony.  The old man's challenge is to go fishing into the deep sea and come back with the biggest fish that has every existed.  The old man's challenge, like Christ's mission on earth, asks for a strength that goes beyond human power.  For Christ to obtain men's salvation he must fight 

against men themselves, and the old man who adores the sea must fight against "her" in order to keep the admiration and respect of the little boy who was his apprentice.  

    When the old man is back from his journey he takes his mast on his shoulder and walks upward toward his hut.  His painful walk is just like the grief experienced by Christ carrying the cross to the top of a hill; this walk emphasizes the love of the old man for the boy and his determination to prove himself capable of attaining a goal.

    Even though the old man did not bring back the huge fish, only its bone, he like Christ built the basis for future generation.  Christ left his love and work to his followers who would expand his mission.  The old man also left to the boy his love plus the courage to keep fighting in life.

    The marks made on Christ's hands by the nails and the marks made on the old man's hand by the ropes give them an image of unlimited strength and love for their fellow men.

TEST:  THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA

1.  In no more than four sentences, summarize the plot.

2.  Explain the attitudes of the old man towards:

        
-la mar             
-the fish

        
-the sharks         
-the young boy

       



-the lions

3.  Explain what the tourists represent in terms of the book as a whole.  Do you see any irony connected with the term, "tourist?"

4.  The old man believes that the way to live life is by engaging in it, by constant competition.  Explain his beliefs further by using the words, skill, luck, defeat, stupidity, sharks in your answer.

5. Explain the most important idea you got from the book.

REMEMBER TO WRITE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES--

HOW YOU SAY WHAT YOU SAY DOES COUNT!

